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to the Traditional Latin Mass and 

Sacraments according to the  

Roman Missal of  1962 
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Fatherôs Message 

 special thanks goes to all the parishioners who 

 faithfully attend Mass and the other events at Mater 

Ecclesiae.  Your support is what makes this such a òspecial 

placeó exemplified by its character, solemnity, worship, 

honor, beauty, and transcendence.  From the long travel 

distance for those who come from around the Delaware 

Valley and beyond to the generous almsgiving and personal 

sacrifice of  volunteer work ð all are external representations 

of  your commitment.  These are quantifiable things but the 

spiritual returns are immeasurable as well as priceless.   
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Fatherôs Message 

Together, we are at the òcutting edgeó of the effort to 

magnify the beauty and awe-inspiring elements which 

compose the Church Universal.  We are so blessed by Our 

Dear Lady, Maria, Mater Ecclesiae (Mary, Mother of  the 

Church), that we want to share our joy with everyone who is 

interested.  

    Fr. Robert C. Pasley, KCHS 

    Rector, Mater Ecclesiae Church 
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 ater Ecclesiae is a very special place.  This mission 

 church of  the Diocese of  Camden occupies the 

property that was once called Holy Family Monastery, 

which was founded by Brother Joseph Natale in 1968.  It 

was an independent chapel that  

functioned outside the Church  

and had a very loyal following.   

Brother Natale passed away  

in 1995.   
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Brother Joseph Natale 
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After a dispute over the property, a lay group, the Oblates 

of  Saint Jude, obtained the property.  They petitioned then 

Bishop James McHugh to open a chapel under the 

Ecclesia Dei Indult and the petition was granted.  Bishop 

McHugh was succeeded by Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio.  

On October 13, in the Jubilee year 2000, on the 

anniversary  of  the final apparition of  Our Lady of  

Fatima, as well as the feast of  Saint Edward the 

Confessor, Bishop DiMarzio raised the chapel to the 

canonical status of  a Mission of  Saint Edward Parish, Pine 

Hill, NJ.  
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The Beginning  

October 13, 2000, Bishop DiMarzio gives a final 

blessing to the servers in the sacristy after Mass  
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It is quite possible that Mater 

Ecclesiae is one of  the first, if   

not the first, exclusively traditional 

Latin Mass site owned by a 

diocese and run exclusively by a 

diocesan priest.  Even though it is 

a canonical mission, it functions 

autonomously and on a practical 

level it functions like a regular 

parish.   

The Beginning  
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  t this time, during our 10th anniversary, special 

 thanks must be made to the founder and first 

president of  the Oblates of  Saint Jude,  

Dr. Michael V. Smith D.O. 

 Because of  his love for the Traditional  

Latin Mass and his desire to preserve the  

property and buildings that now make  

up Mater Ecclesiae, he formed the  

Oblates of  Saint Jude.  

Dr. Michael V. Smith D.O.  
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 After a great amount of  time, energy, money and 

sacrifice, when it often seemed that the cause would be 

lost, Dr. Smith persevered and never gave up.  Those who 

worked so hard with him at the beginning were Gloria 

Cascino, Kathy DiStefano, Anthony Sanginiti, and  

Al Andreotti.  After many legal battles they finally 

received deed to the property, and the quest began to have 

the Latin Mass return to Berlin, but this time, with the 

blessing of  the Bishop.  

 There were many battles ahead, but Dr. Smith, in his 

very calm and gentle way, kept leading the charge. 

Dr. Michael V. Smith D.O . 
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 In 1997, Bishop McHugh granted permission for the 

Traditional Latin Mass to be said at the Cathedral, and 

then gave permission for a Canadian priest, Fr. William 

Ashley, to begin to say the Mass at the Berlin property. 

 Finally, after a short time of  confusion and 

misunderstanding within the community at Berlin,  

Dr. Smith and the Oblates, along with Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio, came to a brave and unique agreement. 

Because of  their work, the first diocesan run and staffed 

Latin Mass Mission, Maria, Mater Ecclesiae, was formed 

on October 13, 2000, during the great Jubilee year. 

Dr. Michael V. Smith D.O.  
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 Dr. Smith lived to see Mater Ecclesiae settle down and 

grow rapidly, but God called him home on March 21, 

2008.  He never got to see the fruits of Pope Benedictõs 

Motu Proprio, Summorum Pontificum, but along with all 

the others who never gave up their hope of  having the 

ancient Rites of  the Church restored, he was vindicated, 

and we pray, rewarded, for all eternity. 

 The Oblates of  Saint Jude are still an active and 

important part of  Mater Ecclesiae.  They exist to work 

with the Diocese of  Camden for the health and success 

of  this Latin Mass Mission. 

Dr. Michael V. Smith D.O.  
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 The present members are: Thomas Tonelli, President, 

Sam and Kathy Distefano, Anthony Sanginiti, Gloria 

Cascino, Anthony DelPalazzo, William Roscioli and  

P. Guido Fetta.  The priests and people of  Mater 

Ecclesiae, along with the Oblates of  Saint Jude, thank  

Dr. Smithõs wife Joan, and their children, for the great 

good he has done for the Church, and Mater Ecclesiae in 

particular.  He will always be remembered and may he rest 

in the peace of  Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Dr. Michael V. Smith D.O . 
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 ne day, after Mater Ecclesiae was founded, Father 

 Pasley and then music director, Dr. Timothy 

McDonnell, were lamenting the fact that the parish church 

was too small to do some of  the great musical works of  

our liturgical heritage.  Dr. McDonnell suggested use of  

the Cathedral for a particular feast.  Thus on August 15, 

2001, was born the annual Mass of  Thanksgiving on the 

Feast of  the Assumption.  It is a Mass of  Thanksgiving to 

Almighty God for the establishment of  this wonderful 

mission. 
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